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DON’T TAKE SHORTCUTS WITH FORENSICS

By Jay Gallagher

ood field adjusters, whether
independent or staff, are able to

think on their feet, document

hires an expert of its own,

However, any excuse that an adjuster uses to
justify a less-than-thorough examination of the
accident scene is specious reasoning, no matter how
well intended or thought out. Without a very thor-
ough and systematic investigation at the scene, doc-
umenting the above items, the field adjuster may do
a disservice to the client or the employer.

A diligent adjuster can enhance a company’s
defensive posture by liberal use of a camera and
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adoption of the Cartesian coordinate system of
measurement (used in some form by most experts)
to accurately document damages at the scene and
on involved vehicles.

What is it?
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to plot the exact points of visual obstruc-
tions, the positions of witnesses and other
pertinent positions. With these exact
measurements, the forensics expert’s opin-
ions can be much more precise.

One often overlooked area of
adjuster investigation is the degree of

See Cartesian, page 93 B
CLAIMS

WIULS LT UUUL ULL LG QUL UL, bl uo,

LAWRENCE N. ROGAK, LLC
2787 LONG BEACH ROAD
OCEANSIDE, NEW YORK 11572

516 763 2996
e-mail: ROGAKLAW @AOL.COM

|

JUNE 1999

A 49



4Cartesian,
continued from page 49

damage to the involved vehicles. In most
cases, the insurance carrier has appraisals
done, burt litde in the way of exacting
measurement is performed. Most vehicles
are then either repaired or destroyed

rear of the vehicle from the drivers side
over to the passenger side. With measure-
ments of the depth of the crush and photos
which show the entire length of a vehicle
and the depth and shape of the crush, we
can provide very accurate calculations
regarding the speeds and angles at impact.”

“Tt’s very important if you can get to a
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